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Our 2017 Christmas Float earned the school
$200. Many thanks to those staff and parents
who helped put it together and pull it apart. Well
done to all the students who came along and
participated.

NEW TEACHERS
Welcome to Bridget Dyson (top) who will teach in Room 3. Kylie Farr
(above) will teach in Room 6 with Mrs Andrews.
We also welcome Jo Heron who will be a teacher aide and Mike Jury
who will be doing 2 days as a caretaker. The caretaking role is now
shared between Mike and Stephen Lea.

This weeks featured Advertisers

The Vet Centre
for
all your animal needs
53 The Centre, Waipu

Ph 09 432 0693

Free phone: 0800 858 858
Mobile: 021 487 835
www.breambaypainting.co.nz

Kids 1st
Childcare and Learning Centre Ltd
44 The Braigh, Waipu
Ph: 09 432 1411
email: Kids1st@xtra.co.nz

Waipu Primary School Ph 4320135 Fax 4320809
email: office@wps.school.nz Txt absences to 0273930218
Website: www.wps.school.nz
Bank details: School – 12 3099 0833144-00
Oscar – 12 3099 0833144 01
Dear Parents,
Welcome to the 2018 school year. I am sure you had time to
spend with your children and have some fun with them. We
were fortunate to have all of ours plus our 3 grandchildren
home at Christmas. Once they get older and have inlaws/partners and start travelling this doesn’t happen very
often, so I urge you to make the most of the time you have with
your family.
Once again we have loads of learning and lots of outdoor
events planned so that we can keep your child moving forward
academically, socially and creatively. Hopefully all our students
and their parents have had a good break from school and are
ready for the routines, challenges and changes a new year
brings.
Term 1 is full of events and our classes are bulging with
students. Next week we start with Waitangi Day then a “Meet
the Teacher” evening. This is meant to be a fun time to catch
up with others and have a chat with the class teacher. On
February 26 we have the Senior Swimming Sports. They are
early but so are most of our camps. Room 10 are first up with
their camp on 19-21 February. The Junior School have their
camp on 22/23 of February. Room 1 head off two days after
the swimming sports as do R11 but to different venues. Room
2 and 4 the next week and Room 3 and 5 the week after.
Please get all your forms and money back quickly.
Start of the year interviews are on March 20 so keep this date
free to come and have a formal chat with your child’s teacher.
School tennis champs are going to be held early this year in
mid- March. The third Pukapuka party is on March 10. Keep
this day for some free literacy fun.
The PTA Carnival is on Easter Saturday (31 March) so let’s
have all hands on board to help make this event even better
and help our new crew have a successful day.
Term 1 ends on April 13.

PRINCIPAL’S SPECIAL AWARDS
Each week there is a Special Principal’s Award per class.
Receiving one of these is a reason to celebrate at your place
as the award is not given lightly. Not all children will get one
over the year and some may get more than one. Generally,
the Award is aligned to a Key Competency but may be given
for other reasons as well. If your child brings one home be
sure to give them plenty of praise.
POLICE VETTING
At the BOT meeting in December last year it was decided that
if parents are going to attend school trips and camps they will
need to be police vetted. 2018 will be a year of transition for
this but it is expected that by Term 4 all parents/caregivers who
wish to attend a school trip or camp will hold a police vet
through the school. A policy will be circulated soon and a
procedure set up so parents can start this process. There will
be a small cost. Police Vets take up to 20 working days to
process so the sooner you move on this the better.
KEEN TO HELP?
The BOT are seeking to co-opt people with these skills to help
out:
One or two people prepared to represent Maori
Someone to represent the BOT on the transport
network. Some background in finance would be an
advantage here.

Please talk to Catherine Munro or myself if you are willing and
able to assist in one of these areas.

WANTED
Stacey is looking after the school gardens and would like
some things to help with the composting:
• pallets for compost bins (or if there is a better
idea!) needing at least 10
• metal waratahs to put pallets on - 10 needed
At pruning time it would be good if someone with some
expertise was available to make sure our 50 or so fruit
trees are trimmed back. Let us know if you can help with
this.
REALLY IMPORTANT
Please let the office know if your child is away from school for
any reason. If you don’t let the office know they have to ring
you to find out where your child is. We do this for your child’s
safety. Children have been known to disappear between home
and school and never be seen again. The shorter the list to be
phoned the sooner this can happen and perhaps a child’s life
would be saved! If everyone did this, we would not have to
phone people and our office staff would be very happy. Please
either phone the office and leave a message on the Absence
Line, or send a text message to 0273930218.
INTERNET SAFETY
Our internet safety policy requires you to contact us if you do
not want your child to use the internet. Internet usage is
supervised and we do have a filtering system. We are
connected to the Government scheme (Network for Learning
N4L) and have high speed access. Please write a note to me if
your child is not to use the internet or have their photo placed
on our website. We only use first names for photos we publish.
SPREAD THE LOAD
We are well aware of the cost of starting a new school year
with stationery, camps and clothing. A few people pay in a
small amount on a regular basis and find this much easier.
Somewhere between $5 and $10 a week will see stationery
and camps taken care of. Cindy will track your balance and
you can find out from her what it is. When we see these
automatic payments we are happy to have small amounts on
credit until they “catch up” later in the year. At various times the
“Good Fairy Fund” adds a few dollars to those using this
method.
YOUR CHILD’S NEW CLASS
The start of each school year is always a new experience for
your child and it will take your child time to settle into their new
class. This time varies, but we look at this settling in time as
being 6-8 weeks – most of Term 1. Teachers are setting
routines and high expectations and need to be quite firm early
in the year. Some children find this quite hard as they have
been used to the freedom that holidays bring! Hopefully your
child will be well prepared with all their equipment
(stationery/togs etc.) as this will help them in their new class.
Being early to school is a good idea as well. This way children
can get themselves organized and meet up with their friends
prior to school starting.
Teachers are very trustworthy people and all are police vetted
and registered. Our staff have many collective years of
experience and have pretty much seen it all before! We know
your children are precious and treat them with respect. We ask
that when your child brings home a story that you talk politely
to the teacher and find out the truth. Children don’t always get
the full story and often take home the wrong message. Years
ago I used a phrase when teaching maths –“Clear as mud?”
Claire’s mother came to see me as Claire, a lovely little girl,
was upset. Claire thought I was saying “Claire is mud!” I
stopped using that phrase and everyone was happy.

MEET THE TEACHER EVENING
5pm to 7.30pm 14 February at Waipu Cove (Food at 6.30)
We are combining the end of year Beach Day with the Meet
the Teacher night at the Cove. Anton and Lucy Trist (Cove
Camp Managers) are providing bouncy castles and a lolly
scramble as part of the evening. We know it is Valentine’s Day
but by the time your kids have run around for a couple of hours
they will be good and tired!
In the BOT strategic plan there is provision for parents to get
together on a more regular basis each term. Keep this night
free for an opportunity to meet your child’s new teacher and
find out what their expectations are, enjoy a barbecue and a
drink with other like-minded parents and join in some activities
with children.
Children will be tasked with introducing you to their teacher in
an informal way. Have a short chat and ask questions you
want as there will be others wanting to talk as well.
PTA WILL PROVIDE SAUSAGES AND BREAD
YOU NEED TO BRING A SALAD TO BE SHARED,
PLATES, DRINKS AND EATING UTENSILS
Something to sit on eg rug or chair may be useful as well
YOU WILL NEED TO SUPERVISE YOUR CHILDREN
(We will try to have lifeguards available for swimmers)
SPORTS EQUIPMENT WILL BE AVAILABLE
COME ALONG AND MEET PARENTS OF OTHER
CHILDREN IN YOUR CHILD’S CLASS
MEET NEW FAMILIES
CATCH UP WITH WHAT HAS HAPPENED OVER THE
HOLIDAY BREAK
INFORMATION BOOKLET
The 2018 Parent Information Booklet is available on our
website. If you would like a hard copy please contact the office
and we will send one home with your child the following day.
GETTING ALONG WITH OTHERS
Teachers spend a lot of time assisting children to get along
well with others. This is one of our key competencies. There
are still times when children have issues with others. We give
them a strategy for this as well. If something untoward
happens children are encouraged to tell the person: “I don’t like
what you said/did. Please stop or I will talk to a duty teacher”.
An apology would be expected and if not forthcoming or the
threat is repeated the child must seek out a duty teacher to
deal with the issue. If your child comes home with issues
please encourage them to do this or give me a call and I will
talk to them about what is going on. Be aware that often this is
a two-way interaction and children do distort facts so they look
good!
BUS CHANGES
Bus changes are a privilege the BOT allow that most schools
don’t!
Each bus change creates considerable work for our office staff.
These changes take the best part of 2 to 3 hours each day –
taking valuable time from other essential duties. Please keep
changes to a minimum and for emergencies only. We are
continually reviewing the amount of time spent doing bus
changes and how it impacts on other office tasks. It is
important to send a note with your child and they need to know
what is happening. Emails are not regularly checked so please
don’t use this as a medium for bus notes.
Last year we surveyed the amount of time it took to make
these changes and number of bus changes made. Over the 3
months of our survey an average of 78 bus changes were
made daily. The BOT are well aware of this issue and the fact
that they are paying staff around $50 a day to make bus
changes. Office hours have had to be increased so the real
work gets done.

COMING EVENTS
February
March
5 – PTA meeting 7pm
5-7 - Room 4 Camp
6 – Waitangi Day
7-9 – Room 2 Camp
14 – Meet the teacher
10 – Puka Puka Party
19-21 – R10 camp
12-14 – Room 3 Camp
21 – BOT meeting 1pm
14-16 – Room 5 Camp
22-23 – Junior School Camp
15 – Zone Swimming Sports
26 – Senior Swim Sports
28-1 – Room 1 and 11 camps
UNIFORM SALES
Second hand uniforms are available from Kylie
Jacoby. Phone Kylie on 02102693876 to see what she
has available. If you have a uniform, you do not need
consider giving it to Kylie as money from second
hand clothing comes back to the school.
The uniforms are held at school but you need to
arrange a time with Kylie to view on Wednesday
between 8am and 9.30am.
STATIONERY
Many thanks to those parents who sorted their stationery
online in the holidays. Your child is off to a great start. If you
have not purchased stationery yet please do so ASAP as
teachers started children in books on day 1. Children feel left
out if they don’t have the right stationery. It is important for
children to have the correct stationery and you may get a note
from staff if your child has the wrong book. Officemax have
apologized for taking our details off the website in error.
THANK YOU
Late last year Nick Wigram put a gate in the fence between us
and the neighbour so we can improve our cross country
course. Nick and Clark Pullan also organized and spread some
soft fill for our playground. Thank you for your help on this.
Thank you to Anton and Lucy Trist (Cove Camp) for
sponsoring the beach day at the end of last year. This included
cooking sausages and providing lots of goodies as prizes.
SENIOR SWIM SPORTS – 26 FEBRUARY -9am start
The Senior Swimming Sports are fast approaching and we
need volunteers to help out on the day. The role will involve
timekeeping. There will be 2 timekeepers per lane. Let Jordan
know if you can help. The day starts at 9am with heats. Finals
start at 1.10pm. Come along and support your child.
SCHOOL ISSUES
If there is something at school that you are not happy with
please talk to us first rather than put it all over social media.
There were a couple of occasions over the holidays where
issues affecting Waipu Primary were aired on social media. On
both occasions points raised were not factually correct. On
both occasions we were notified later and were able to correct
the issues quite quickly.
VISITNG SCHOOL
If you are coming to school when school is in please make the
office your first point of call. They will sort any queries you may
have. Do not go to classrooms as it disrupts students learning.
WORM TEA

We have a lot of 'Worm Tea' worm liquid fertilizer for sale at
school. $3 for 1 litre and $5 for 2 litre. This is a fundraiser
for the veggie patch! Please ask for these or
email stacey@wps.school.nz and she can organize to have
them in office for pickup.
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WAIPU
MEDICAL CENTRE
8:30am – 4:30pm
Monday - Friday
Ph: (09) 432 1190

FREE GP visits for
registered patients
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Priority visits for
children.
All welcome.

Beach front camping & cabins
NEW trampolines, 2 well equipped children’s playgrounds, great fishing and diving on your
doorstep, access to boat ramp (4WD required), BBQ’s, beach front location.
www.campwaipucove.com

Tel: 09 4320410

info@campwaipucove.com
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