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A HUGE Waipu welcome to our new students Tia de Jong, Hazel
Macdonald, Konrad Gillard and their families.

These are this week's featured Advertisers. Please click on
the logo to go directly to their contact information and
website.

UPCOMING SCHOOL EVENTS
November 2018
30 - Carnival mufti

December 2018
3 - School triathlon
3 - PTA meeting
6 - Portfolios home
7 - Y6 shared lunch
10 - BOT meeting 1.10pm
12 - Beach day
13 - Prizegiving 5.30pm
14 - Last day of school 12pm finish

A huge thank you to:

The Oxford Sports Trust for their ongoing sponsorship and
support of our school. Without their support our children
would not be able to experience such a wide range of
wonderful events. Recently we received the balance of
funding for our kapahaka teachers and enough funds to
purchase ten new chromebooks for our senior
school. Thank you Oxford Sports Trust, we very much

appreciate your support of our school and children.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Welcome
We would like to welcome Alex Murrie to our staff in 2019. Alex is replacing Kelly-Anne
Udjur whilst she is on maternity leave. Alex will be in the senior school and will likely take a
year 4/5 class, though this is yet to be confirmed. Alex has come to us from Bream Bay
College and is an experienced teacher, having spent most of his time in primary
schools. We consider ourselves very lucky to have found him and we are very excited
about having him, his passion and expertise at WPS. The quality of all the candidates we
interviewed was very high and we thank all applicants for their time and energy.

Portfolios
Portfolios will come home on the 6th December. Please sit down and have a chat with your
child about how well they have done and where they got to with their goals.

Year 6 Shared Lunch
Our Year 6 shared lunch will take place on Friday 7th December. It will start at 11:30am
with those students and parents who wish to share a short speech about their time at
Waipu Primary School. We will then present students with their leaving certificates and
have a shared lunch at 12:30pm, followed by a swim in the pool. Please bring a plate of
finger food to share (nothing that needs heating or cutting please).

Beach Day
Our annual school beach trip is on Wednesday 12th December. We will be leaving school
at 9:30 am and returning at approximately 2.15 pm. We would love, and need, parent
assistance and participation on the day. A separate notice will be sent home and we would
appreciate if all permission slips could be returned by Friday 7th December. Please ensure
your child arrives at school with their togs and towel, sunhat and sunscreen, morning tea,
lunch and their drink bottle. There will be a small fee of $5.00 per child to cover the cost of
the buses and an iceblock. A free sausage sizzle will be provided for lunch thanks to our
wonderful PTA. Students are welcome to bring sand toys but no surfboards or boogie
boards.

Life Choices
The last day of Life Choices 2019 was today Thursday 29th November. A massive thank
you to our awesome Life Choice teachers this year.

Thank you...








to those who worked so hard to get our scooter track in place so quickly. It is an
amazing addition to our playground and is already being well used during break
times. This project was co-ordinated by Neil Troost (PTA). Some of our students
were inspirational in the design, and the track was laid by Matt Doherty and his
team from Extremescape, with help from Tane Aperahama of Kauri Coast Concrete
and Adam Bridger. Many thanks to Luke Cullen for supplying a digger. A special
mention to parent helpers, Josh Hoddle, Conrad Green, Nick Spring, Lana Doherty
and Jeanie McKee who gave up their time to assist, and Rory McLean from PGG
Wrightson who helped with the drainage. A huge shout out also to Atlas
Brynderwyn who donated a truckload of metal, and Dave Clare from Firth who
donated product too. $10,000 was also donated from the Alec McLean Charitable
Trust. The PTA contributed the balance, so a big thankyou to all those who helped
at the Carnival. Thank you to Neil Troost for the completion event and for providing
a venue, food and drink.
also to our PTA, with a contribution from the Oxford Sports Trust, for purchasing
30x MGP scooters.
our teachers who gave up their personal time to take their classes on camp. Thank
you also for the hours of preparation and the wonderful organisation of activities.
our Parent helpers who gave up their time to help during the Year 4 activity week,
and on the Year 5 and 6 camps. Without your valued assistance these camps
wouldn't happen.
to all our Year 6, classroom support students this year. On Friday in assembly we
will be honouring outstanding classroom support students to thank them for going
above and beyond the call of their jobs

Carnival Mufti
The last carnival mufti day of the year is tomorrow, Friday 30th November. Could children
who choose to wear mufti please bring a small toy or something we could use in lucky dips
at the Carnival. Thanks in advance from the Waipu PTA and Carnival Crew.

Ideas for Carnival proceeds
Please remember to email Jo (jo@wps.school.nz) by end of this week, with your ideas
regarding resources and equipment that would best benefit our students' learning and
school environment.

Swimming
Swimming is well under way in each of our classes. Please ensure your child's togs, towel
and cap are packed in their bags each day or supply a note explaining their medical
condition if they are unable to swim. Swim caps are compulsory and are available at the
school office for $3 each.

Prizegiving
We are very much looking forward to our prizegiving assembly at 5.30pm on Thursday 14th
December. The venue for this will be at school and more information about organisation
and a programme will be shared shortly. At this prizegiving assembly we will be presenting
a number of students with trophies and cups. If your child has been nominated for a cup or
a trophy, you will be notified prior to the assembly. It would be great if you could be there
to support your child as all nominees will be asked to come up to the front, prior to us
presenting the trophy or cup to the winning student.

Pool Keys
Pool keys are now on sale at a cost of $80 with a $10 refund when returned before the end
of Term 1, 2019. Please call in to the school office to sign the pool rule agreement and to
collect your key.

OSCAR payments
Could all outstanding OSCAR payments please be paid ASAP, we are trying to get these
accounts closed by the end of the school year. If you have any issues with an invoice or
problems paying, please contact Cindy or Jenny AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

Zone Athletics Day
Unfortunately, due to weather forecasts, the Zone Athletics was unable to take place this
year. We look forward to it's return next year. A big thank you to the group of PTA mums
who volunteered their time to organise, make and distribute the lunch packs that had been
pre-purchased for this event.

School Triathlon
Our school Triathlon Day will take place on Monday 3 December. Please mark the date in
your diary and come along to support your child/children. The day will be treated as a
normal school day and your child will take part in a swim, bike and run. It is a fun event
and not of a competitive nature.
We are asking for volunteers to help on the day and to support children around the course.
Please refer to the return slip on the bottom of the notice sent home last week, and return
to your child’s teacher if you are able to help on the day.

ICAS (international competitions and assessments for
schools) testing
We are considering offering ICAS tests to our older students in 2019. ICAS tests are
conducted annually in schools across New Zealand. They are international tests, which
show where students are in relation to the same age students across Australasia. ICAS
tests are pay as you go (parents pay for the papers they or their children would like to sit)
and are sat in strictly monitored and timed conditions to ensure consistency across
Australasia. We are thinking about offering English (spelling and writing), maths and
science ICAS tests next year. If you have any questions or comments, please get in touch
with Jo (jo@wps.school.nz). We would like to take your opinions in to account when
considering what we offer our students and when and how. In 2019, all ICAS testing takes
place in September.

Secondhand uniforms
If any of you students out there are moving on to another school in 2019, we would love
you to consider us for your old school uniform. We are always looking for good quality
second hand uniforms to use at school for a change of clothes or for those who find it
difficult to afford new clothing or are growing rapidly. If you would like to give your uniform
away at the end of this year or the start of next year, please hand it in to the office.

PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE
Kia ora whanau
I am sure that most of us, at some point in our lives, would have heard the saying:
‘Sticks and stones may break my bones but words will never hurt me’.
If only that were true. It is true that sticks and stones may break bones but an utter fallacy
that words simply bounce off leaving no damage whatsoever. The ONLY times words may
just bounce off is if the recipient is completely comfortable with who they are, have oodles
of self confidence and self respect, consistently maintains a balanced view of the world,
has empathy for others and an ability to walk a mile in their shoes, and has dealt with their
own hang-ups and the often negative voice in the head that tells them how rubbish they
are! To take us all back to the classroom, put up your hand if this description is you. I
would wager that even if you can put your hand up now (and lucky you if you can!), you
would not have always been able to do so.
I have been out and about in the last two weeks and listening has been my
focus. Listening to the way students speak to each other, the way staff speak to both
students and other adults and listening to the way that parents and caregivers speak to
their own and others children. What I have noticed is that sometimes what we intend in our
communication is not always what is received. I have always known that words have
power but, until recently, have perhaps not appreciated just how immediately powerful
words can be and what a true impact positive communication can make. I have noticed
that depending on the words we select (and of course the tone we use) a message can
make someone feel hopeful or hopeless, understood or misunderstood and frustrated. The
way a message is delivered can make a person feel as though they have some power and
can actually make a difference or feel completely powerless and want to give up - or
worse. The content of the message we are giving is the same, the impact of that message
is not.
Being mindful is about being present. It is about noticing the things we do (the things we
are motivated by, our passions and what we avoid), how we feel (the internal weather) and
our thought patterns (is our internal dialogue mostly positive or negative?). All of these
things can have an impact on the words you choose to use at the time. When we are
present, we are fully listening to another and so can sense what it is they may be
feeling. Knowing that there is always a reason behind anything that a person does or says,
being present in ourselves and mindful of the moods or feelings that are controlling us at
that moment, will support us to be able to communicate appropriately and powerfully with

one another. This is vitally important adult to adult but more so adult to child. Though we
often do not have some of these tools and skills as adults, we have at least had time (if we
realise there is a deficit) to learn. Our children do not have this luxury, they still need time,
space and good role modelling to learn.
We are the adults, we are the role models. Please think before you speak. Choose words
that bring hope and demonstrate understanding over words that bring hopelessness and
show a lack of care. Students, we are nearing the end of the year, think about how you
talk to each other out there and try to focus on being the best that you can be, look out for
each other in these last two weeks and treat each other as well as you can. THINK before
you speak;
T = is it true?
H = is it helpful?
I = is it inspiring?
N = is it necessary?
K = is it kind?
Have a wonderful fortnight and enjoy the last two jam packed weeks of the year!
Jo

WAIPU PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS

Top: Year 6 students pose before a day of fun at Rainbow's End
Bottom left: Dionne Kelly, Jhazail Stephens, Jo Heron and Nia Owen strapped in the
stratosphere.
Bottom right: Josh McKay, George Trist, Jamie Greatorex and Alex Kite collecting
themselves for the corkscrew.

Year 6 Camp Memories.
Edited by Dan Limmer

Every year the year 6 students go on a really fun camp to celebrate their 6 years of school.
For our camp we went to Auckland. On the way we all stopped at a place called Laser
Combat. We all had camouflaged clothes and sensors, so if someone hits it you will be
damaged. It was really fun especially because we had different modes.
By Ty

The first activity we all did was Laser Combat. It felt like we were in the army in the middle
of a war. We had to wear camouflage vests so we could blend into our environment which
was a forest. Hiding to get your opponents to fail their objective is quite satisfying honestly.
By Jade R

I quickly walk to the huge Stratosphere. I braced for what could happen. The instructor told
us the safety procedures. I then sat in the chair, pulled the harness down, then buckled in
the seatbelt. I swung round and round. I loved Rainbows End.
By Lucas
“Line up!” echoed through my ears as we put on bandanas, applied face markings and
placed protective vests on ourselves. We were assigned laser tag guns. Fan out, was our
mission. We were Secret Service. Unfortunately we lost but it was close. More games took
place. We were down one point. The mission was to defend the container. We won! It was
a tie.
By Rohan

When we were heading back to school, we went to Snow Planet! I went skiing and it was
freeezing! Brr! I really enjoyed Chosen Valley Christian Camp and I hope to go there again.
By Amber

Next we were on the enormous water slide that goes down into the chilly lake. It was
terrific! I went down feet first one time and arms first another time.
By Nia.
My favourite part of the whole camp was going to Rainbow’s End. I went on, “Fearfall.” I
lost my tummy for the whole ride. I also loved, “Invader” I went on 3 times. I wanted to go
on the extreme rides but I was too short so I just went on the not very extreme.
By Lucy Ward

BITS 'N' BOBS

J9 DANCE FITNESS
Mum’s give ZUMBA a try, summer is here, feel healthier, fitter and energised!!
ONLY $6.00 PER CLASS
MON - Waipu Presbyterian Church Hall, 8.30-9.30AM
TUES & THURS - Waipu Coronation Hall, 5.30-6.30PM
Come along meet new ladies, have fun dancing to party music!! Janine Jones 021 437
840

Dembones Fitness & Boxing
ARE YOU WANTING TO ENTER 2019 FIT?
Come and see us at the NORTHPINE HALL at WAIPU PRIMARY on:
Mondays (5:30pm - 6:30pm and 6:30pm - 7:30pm)
Wednesdays (5:30pm – 6:30pm)
Thursdays (5:30pm – 6:30pm and 6:30pm – 7:30pm)
Saturdays (7:00am – 8:00am)
ALL AGES AND FITNESS LEVELS WELCOME
Contact Terry 0226498672
Email: demboneswaipu@outlook.com Instagram: dembonesfitnessandboxing
Facebook: @Demboneswaipu

Community Working Bee
We would like to advertise a beach clean up at Uretiti, this coming Sunday 2nd of
December from 10am to 12 noon. If you would like to support the community, or need an
activity for the morning, please come down.
Waipu also has a 'before the festive season' street clean happening on Sunday 16th
December. This will again take place at 10am to 12 noon. Please meet at the museum
carpark. All your help is appreciated and will go towards our community being free of
rubbish.

One of our students Harper Scrymgeour is acting in Whangarei Theatre Comany's
musical "Annie", on stage until 1st December. Harper is pictured above in her role as
Molly, the youngest orphan at the orphange, run by the evil Ms Hanigan. (Photo
credit Chris Schreuder)

CONGRATULATIONS!

Principal's Special Awards
Congratulations to the following students for an excellent effort in demonstrating our Key
Competency in week 6. (There was no assembly in week 5). Our Key Competency was

Use of Language, Symbols and Text.
Room 1 – Nolan Gublin
Room 2 – Dan Limmer
Room 3 – Ben Wigram
Room 4 – Ayla Paringatai-Beattie
Room 5 – Daisy Winters
Room 6 – Mason Bell
Room 7 – Tyler Lunjevich
Room 8 – Bryley Westlake
Room 9 – Kahu Kingi Kite
Room 10 – Deacon Samuels
Room 11 – Kingston Mills
Mrs Goodall - Ollie Buckle

Sport and Cultural Successes
Huge congratulations to the following students who have achieved well in their
sporting and cultural activities:
Nipper of the week - Jaylen Carson
Touch POD - Ethan Pether
Touch POD - Ash Macdonald
Karate kid of the week - Hazel Macdonald
Karate (recieving an Orange Belt) - Carter Hughes, Cohen Hunia and Blake Ford

Clan Of The Week
Congratulations to our winning clan Inverness in week 6.

Waipu Four Square Assembly Award
The Waipu Four Square assembly award (for students who demonstrate community spirit
and support of others, both in and out of school) went to Fiona Nash for weeks 5/6.
Congratulations, you are a wonderful role model and thank you for your superb attitude
towards others.

Music Awards
Congratulations to our wonderful teacher, Penny Goodall, for being awarded the
prestigious Glass Ukulele trophy for 10 years attendance at the Ukulele Festival. The
award was given at the annual Ukulele Festival, held at the Trust Arena last
weekend. Penny has taken our students down to this festival year after year, in her own
time, and we are thrilled her dedication has been rewarded.

UPDATES

Enviro News
There are no updates this week however we do have some new hut rules that are
undergoing student feedback currently. These will be published at the start of next week,
once we have all agreed that they will work and the consequences for poor behaviour in
the hut area. One of our school wide conversations more recently has been on care of and
respect for the environment.

Bus Leaders Brief
There are no updates this week. On the whole, we are pleased with the way students and
monitors are working together. Keep up the good work guys.

School and Clan Leaders Update
Both groups have been discussing a survey for students that will allow them to feedback to
their teachers about their experiences in the classroom. It has been wonderful to open up
this conversation with them and we have come up with a set of questions that we will
finalise this week. The Year 5 and 6 students will trial the survey initially with the view to
rolling out to all classes in 2019. All feedback is anonymous and will be shared with the
teachers, this is to support them to reflect on their practice and the impact they are having
in their classrooms, and also giving information about how their students relate to them. It
is a powerful tool and we are delighted that the students have wanted to have some input.

Property
The pool is open and wonderfully warm. It has been great to see lessons start and the
pool being used. After school hours, when the cover is off the pool, you are able to use
it. If the cover is on it means the pool is being cleaned or heated so please don't use
it. The cover will be replaced each evening at approximately 9pm. Thank you very much
to Sharon Carroll and family who are ensuring the cover is replaced each evening. Your

help is very much appreciated.
The state of our toilets has been reported to the Ministry of Education. The smell and wet
floors are unacceptable. We have begun to sluice out the bathrooms after every break to
try to address some of the issues. If your child has had any adverse experience in the
bathrooms or if you have noticed a smell, please could you send an email to Jo. The more
evidence we collect of this issue, the easier it should be for us to address it and remedy the
problem.

Library Corner
The library is now closed for the bi-annual stocktake, there will be no more issues from
date of closure. Notices will be sent home via email and students if your child has any
missing books. Please encourage students to return books to the blue box in the library.

REGULAR UPDATES

Newsletter Content
If you want to advertise any events/items in the newsletter, please email Jo Brown jo@wps.school.nz. If you want to take up a paid spot let Cindy know - cindy@wps.school.nz.

Office Payments
Only small cash payments for lunches/mufti days are taken through classrooms. Any large
cash payments are to be made directly to the office by parents please. We now have
EFTPOS available for your convenience (credit card payment fees apply). All other usual
methods of payment other than cash or EFTPOS will be accepted.

Worm Tea - Liquid Plant Fertiliser
For Sale at school office, great for plants.
$5 - 2 litre, $3 - 1 litre.

USEFUL CONTACTS

Buses
Any bus issues should be reported to Jo Brown either directly (jo@wps.school.nz) or via the
school office. Please compete the paperwork provided by the office staff to record your
issue/complaint.

Uniform Sales
Second hand uniforms are available from Kylie Jacoby. Phone Kylie on 02102693876 to
see what she has available. If you have a uniform you do not need, please consider giving
this to Kylie as the money from second hand clothing comes back to the school.
The uniforms are held at school but you need to arrange a time with Kylie to view on
Wednesdays between 8:00am and 9:30am.
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